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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  
Wednesday, March 18, 2015 

7:30 pm 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at the Municipal 
Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman MacDonald.   
 
Members Present:  Chairman James MacDonald 

Kenneth Brettschneider 
    Andrea Eisenberg 
    Joshua Heinz     

Tatiana Olferiev 
     
Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present:  None 
     
Staff Absent:  John Landi, Building Inspector 
 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
None 
 
New Cases: 
 
1. Jesse Lubinsky     Case #ARB15-06 

161 Parkview Place    Addition/Alteration 
Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 
Chairman MacDonald called 161 Parkview Place.  Mr. Jesse Lubinsky, homeowner, appeared 
before the Board.   
 
Mr. Lubinsky explained that there are three parts to his project.  The first is to extend the 
top floor over the existing garage.  They will create a hallway through the existing master 
bedroom and create a master suite.  Andrea Eisenberg asked how old is the house.  Mr. 
Lubinsky said the house was built in the 50’s.  The second part of the project is the side 
deck.  They have two existing decks – one off the kitchen and one off the second floor living 
room.  The side deck collapsed with the snow this winter.  A renovation was done two 
owners ago where they built a kitchen addition off the house.  He said they are going to 
push the house out to match where the kitchen addition was done, which will create an 
office and dining room.  The third part would be to redo the other deck as well. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if there would be a two-car garage.  Mr. Lubinsky said they will 
have a one-car garage and create a carport extension over an existing gravel parking area 
next to the garage.  Chairman MacDonald asked if the siding was cedar shingles.  Mr. 
Lubinsky said the shingles are vinyl cedar impression that look like wood.  They are on the 
front and side of house that are seen from the street.  The other two sides are straight vinyl 
siding.  They plan to match the existing roof and siding materials and color.  Chairman 
MacDonald asked about the windows.  Mr. Lubinsky said they did a full window replacement 
in 2007 and the new windows will match existing.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if they were 
putting in central air conditioning.  Mr. Lubinsky said they have central air but he anticipates 
adding a window until in the master suite to enhance the central air for that space. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said the addition is going to blend in and the plans make sense.  He 
agrees that the carport is rare in our area and is an odd architecture.  He asked if they 
wanted to extend the garage.  Mr. Lubinsky said they had that discussion but adding a 
garage would cut off access to the lawn on the side and access to the back yard because a 
few feet away is a steep slope drop off.  Chairman MacDonald suggested dressing up the 
columns on the carport to look more in proportion to the house and to check the size of the 
posts.  They seem undersized and will be holding up the addition.  Andrea Eisenberg 
suggested using the same façade trim on the carport to match the garage, which would give 
more symmetry.  Mr. Lubinsky indicated he was fine with that.  Chairman MacDonald said if 
that was done, it would be easier to close in the carport to a garage as a lot of the work 
would already be done.  Josh Hines asked if the plumbing vents for the new bathroom vent 
to the rear of the house.  Mr. Lubinsky said the plumber came through and said it wouldn’t 
be an issue to do that.  Tatiana Olferiev asked if Mr. Lubinsky would be putting lattice 
panels under the deck.  Mr. Lubinsky said they have them now and plan to have them going 
forward.  Andrea Eisenberg asked what the color of the deck would be.  Mr. Lubinsky said 
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they are currently reddish brown and they are thinking of going with that color but in a 
higher quality wood. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to approve the proposal as submitted with 
the notes to include lattice panels under the deck, the façade of the carport is to 
match the garage as presented and a recommendation to check the size of the 
posts for the carport, which does not include a door at this time but could add one 
to match the garage door in the future.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  
All ayes. 
  
2. Isi Albanese      Case #ARB15-07 
 153 Main Street     New storefront    
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549     
 
Chairman MacDonald called 153 Main Street.  Isi Albanese, owner of Bellizzi and Ira 
Grandberg, Grandberg and Associates Architects, appeared before the Board. 
 
Mr. Grandberg said they are proposing a new restaurant facility that will be unique to Mount 
Kisco.  The building as it is known has storefronts that are set back from the façade of the 
building.  The owner wishes to extend his storefront to the property line so there is no more 
setback.  On the right hand side of the existing building, the building already extends to the 
property line and the perimeter wall on the left side also already extends to the property 
line.  He said we’ve always taken retail as a sign behind a sign.  What they are proposing 
with this storefront is to try to create an image for a facility that when you drive by, it is not 
theater but inviting you in.  Like Winston, another business in town we have done, with the 
lighting over the sign, we are proposing the same over the new entry way.  Currently the 
building has a pitched soffit.  He said we are going to maintain the spandrel line but go 
straight back and create more glass.  There is an existing column in the space and we have 
to create handicap access.  So the plan is to splay the entrance ways to meet the handicap 
requirements and use the column for possibly the potential for a menu board. 
 
Mr. Albanese said the concept he is proposing is like a food hall you would find in the city – 
Eataly.  He said we would be taking local people, including us (Bellizzi) with our wood fired 
pizza and pasta and salad, and bring in a couple other vendors.  We have Mt. Kisco Seafood 
for sushi.  These vendors would bring their products already made or half prepared and 
finish preparation on site. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said the space is now two bays.  Is it going to continue as two bays?  
Mr. Grandberg said they are taking the center bay and splay it 10 feet off the column line so 
it is in proportion to the building. They are matching the corrugated metal skin and create 
doors that fold unto themselves to there will be more of a sense of street life in the spring 
and summer months.  The doors will be full extension, bi-parting pocket doors.  They will be 
maintaining signage that runs down the building but will proposing that Eatery will sit 
slightly higher.  They will come back with a signage proposal.  Chairman MacDonald asked if 
the storefront material on the second floor is the same as the first floor.  Mr. Grandberg said 
they are matching the existing finishes. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said it’s a great concept and at first he was a little skeptical but said 
the design looks great.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the name Bellizzi is going away.  Mr. 
Albanese said it was.  Josh Hines asked if there is going to be outdoor seating.  Mr. 
Grandberg said there will not be, but the doors will open to give that effect. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Ken Brettschneider made a motion to accept the changes to the building as 
presented.  Josh Hines seconded the motion. All ayes. 
 
3. The Turk      Case #ARB15-08 
 20 So. Moger Avenue    New Storefront  
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549     
 
Chairman MacDonald called The Turk.  He explained there are two applications before the 
Board.  One is for a new storefront and one is for signage.  Mr. Chris Pysik, sign maker and 
Mr. Gino Zorle, contractor, appeared before the board. 
 
Mr. Zorle explained they are proposing mahogany siding for the storefront at 20 So. Moger 
Avenue.  Chairman MacDonald asked if the siding would be applied to the stucco façade.  
Mr. Zorle said the stucco remains and the siding would be applied on top of it.  Chairman 
MacDonald asked if there is an issue with the siding projecting from the building, possibly 
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over the property line.  Patti Tipa said the property line would have to be checked on the 
survey to see if that would be a problem. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked how they are treating the corners.  Mr. Zorle said there will be 
mahogany trim on the corners.  Josh Hines asked if the material was tongue and groove.  
Mr. Zorle said it was.  Chairman MacDonald asked if they had photos of the existing 
building.  Mr. Pysik showed the Board existing photos of the space.  Tatiana Olferiev asked if 
the brown marble stone base will remain.  Mr. Zorle said yes it is to remain.  Chairman 
MacDonald said there is a 2-1/2 by 2-1/2 frame around the windows.  He assumes that will 
be treated as well.  Mr. Zorle said it would be.  Josh Hines asked if the siding would be 
stained and polyurethane.  Mr. Zorle said it would be just stained.  Ken Brettschneider 
asked if the existing awnings would be removed.  Mr. Zorle said the awnings are coming 
down.  Mr. Brettschneider asked about the gooseneck lights.  Mr. Zorle said they are 
existing and light the awnings.  The lights will remain and light the façade. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said the parapet is bumped out.  He asked if the aluminum bronze cap 
will remain.  Mr. Zorle said it would remain. Chairman MacDonald asked if they would be 
capping the top so water doesn’t get it.  Mr. Zorle said yes. Josh Hines asked if the 
applicants would be opposed to ship lap rather than the tongue and groove material to keep 
the water from infiltrating.  Mr. Zorle said the manufacturer ensured this would be water 
tight.  Chairman MacDonald asked if the signed would be applied to the top of the siding 
rather than cut into the wood.  Mr. Pysik said the signs would be applied to the top. 
 
Signage Discussion: 
 
Mr. Pysik explained that they are proposing channel letters with a reverse halo lit as well as 
face lit but only the letter would be lit.  The red would also be illuminated but everything 
else would remain dark.  He said the letters are an acrylic white face with vinyl applied.  The 
back of the sign is a clear acrylic.  Everything would be enclosed and dry.  They are 
proposing LED lights around the interior that will light up the face and the back.  Chairman 
MacDonald asked if the façade would be at the end of the spacer and how much of a 
projection is there.  Chris Pysik said about 6 inches.  Chairman MacDonald asked if that 
could be tighter.  Chris Pysik said it could be as thin as 1-1/2 inches but they recommend it 
be out a little bit so the rain could go behind the sign.  Ken Brettschneider asked what color 
temperature they are proposing for the lighting.  Chris Pysik said they are proposing a cool 
white but they could also do a soft white.  Ken Brettschneider recommended a warmer color 
temperature maybe 3000 to make it feel warmer.  Chairman MacDonald pointed out that 
any conduits would have to be hidden rather than surface mounted.  Chris Pysik said wall 
the wiring is low voltage, rubber encased wires that would be run through the wall, along 
with 4 stud marks to go through the wall for each sign and bolt them from behind.  
 
The Board had a discussion as to size possibilities with the signage.  As per Village Code, 
only two of the signs could be approved this evening – over the entrance, and the Kirby 
Plaza side of the building.  The applicant will have to go to the Zoning Board of appeals to 
get a variance for signage on the South Moger Avenue side of the property as well as for the 
number of signs being proposed for this business.  Chairman MacDonald suggested to Chris 
Pysik that the prepare renderings of the proposed signage and email to Patti Tipa so she can 
email it to the Board as to the appropriate size of the proposed disk signage. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Andrea Eisenberg make a motion to approve the storefront as proposed with the 
addition that the stone base continues around and match, and to include an end 
cap on the end of the…  Josh Hines seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
4. The Turk      Case #ARB15-09 
 20 So. Moger Avenue    Signage  
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549    
 
The discussion on signage is included above with the storefront application.  The Board did 
not vote on signage at this time.  They requested additional renderings be prepared and 
emailed to the Board showing different proposed sizes of the signage with realistic colors for 
the siding so they will know what they are voting on.  The proposed signage for the South 
Moger Avenue façade will have to go to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a variance for 
location and possibly number of signs. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
None 
 
Minutes: 
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January 21, 2015 
 
Tatiana Olferiev made a motion to approve the minutes of January 21, 2015.   
Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jim MacDonald 
Chairman 
 
/pat 


